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bravely facing it without losing temper. Let the administrators of
an expiring system have the pleasure of being able to say, "We
tried but failed." When the moth describes its violent revolutions
round a lamp, he is surely dying. So is this Government fast
disintegrating under the weight of its own violence. What is it,
if it be not madness, to search private homes and public offices
when they must know that there is nothing hidden, when they
know that non-co-operators have no secrets? But these searches
are no doubt intended to make the people feel as uncomfortable
as they possibly could be made to feel. A correspondent tells me
that already the jails are feeling the pressure. The jail authorities
were unprepared for the number of men who arc being daily
sentenced. They have no room and no work for so many.
Naturally, therefore, resort must be had to other methods of terro-
rizing. Consequently, we must expect even assaults with greater
frequency. The reported caning is the worst thing yet come to
light. I still hope it is untrue. I have taken the bit from The
Tribune which is one of the most responsible journals that India
has the good fortune to possess. This report reminds one of the
lashings during the martial law regime in Lahore. It was at first
denied but subsequently admitted. The reader will remember
Col. Johnson justifying the use of the lash as a deterrent and as
a swift method of punishment when imprisonment does not answer.1
Well, whether the report be true or not, we must prepare for the
worst. No suffering is too great a price for freedom. It will be
all the dearer when we have paid a heavy price for it,

But worse in some respects is the occupation of a temple in
Barpeta. It is a grave and uncalled for provocation. But I must
plead for non-violence even under such grave provocation. Let
it be remembered that our pledge is unconditional We must
stand by it at all cost. An intruder cannot defile a temple. Only
votaries can by their unworthiness. In the language of Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad, let us think of the greater temple, namely,
India, which has been defiled for so many years by our sub-
mission to slavery. And if we have stood that defilement all these
long years, let us not be provoked into madness by the illegal en-
croachments upon local temples and their still greater defilement
by the intruders' abuse of them. Is Lord Reading prepared to
plead extenuation even iu this case on the ground that the officials
are engaged in the performance of a very trying duty?

Vide Vol. XVII, pp. 114-292.